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Church Without Buildings?

W hat is the place of buildings in our church sysem?

We give lip-savice to the concept of God's people as the
church, but actualy we spesk of our buildings as the church mogt
of the time. "I'm going to church,” we say. But that is wrong.

It is old covenant. We continually are trying to push people
from the old covenant into the new covenant, but we our-
sves have a mixture of both covenants. It is as if we werein
bed with one husband, then in bed with another; we are ahit
with the law, and a bit with Jesus.

We have been seeing that whatever was spoken before Pen+
tecost concerned, in the main, a God who was outside of peo-
ple. He gave alaw, and people had to study it and try to doit.

Since Pentecost, God is on the inside. He leads us fram
within. Thisiswhat it isto wak in the Spirit. And itisavay
different thing from the old covenant.

Under the old covenant, they went to church. But in the
new covenant, we are the church!

Thisisnot just aconcept, it isareality. And if we don't un
derstand it, we are going to be very mixed up. We are going to
be engaging in spiritual adultery, trying to live with bath
Jesus and the law.

The old covenant put the meeting place in the center, ad
we have copied that system. But when we put the building in
the center, we are all wrong because we are reverting to anold
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covenant Situation—to a religious system.

Actudly, we prefer a religious system in many cases be-
cause we can go to church on Sunday, then the rest of the
wesk is ours. We do what we want then.

The commandment given to the apostles was, "Go into al
the world."

But what do we say? "L et the sinners come to the church
building."

Jesus never sang, "Come home, come home; ye who are
weay, come home." He said, "Go ye, go ye, ye who are
lazy, goye."

He never said, "How beautiful are the tongues of those
who preach the Gospel.” No, He said, "the feet"—how
beautiful are the feet of those who take the good news to
evay nation. It isawalking affair, a"going" thing. Itiscon-
tinua mobilization.

Our attitude is that we want anice religion which makes us
fed comfortable.

"Let's see how this pastor looks," we say to ourselves.
"Ah, | don't like him. He's too short. He speaks too long.
And | don't like the organ, either." This may be a common
attitude, but it has nothing to do with the kingdom of God.
Jesus didn't come to begin a nice club in which we al could
fed comfortable.

Jesus never said, "Go into al the world and build temples
and create church structures.”

No, He said, "Destroy thistemple, and | will build it up in
three days." He was speaking of replacing the physica build-
ing with Hisown body. He was going to put aliving templein
place of a stone temple. He was referring to you and me, who
ae His body, His temple. We have replaced the physica
building.

The best years of the church, when the believers grew faster
spiritudly, had more power, more gifts, more revelation, and
greter numerical expansion, came when they had no



90 LIVING WITH JESUS TODAY

buildings.

We have so many other things in place of the Spirit. We have
Bible commentaries, Sunday School materials, beautiful
buildings, pianos and organs. The Spirit could leave many of
our churches, and we wouldn't noticeit. In fact, many churches
don't even know whether they have the Spirit or not!

The effect of thisisto divide our livesinto two—the spirit-
ual, and the secular.

When it comes to our home, our work, our time, we sy,
"Pastor, don't touch. Thisis my persona life, so keep your
hands off. Don't | come to the meetings? Don't | pay tithes?
What more do you want of me? | am a faithful member of
your church.”

We think that the Christian life isin our meetings. Evary-
thing that we do in the building is the Christian life.

When the "alleluia’s" are over we say, "Hello, did you s
what the inflation rateis up to? Who do you think is gaing to
win the election?" Thisis our other life—our personal, ssor
lar life which we live until the next meeting.

"Oh, he'safine Christian! He comes every Sunday, and he
attends al of the meetings during the week. He doext
smoke, and he doesn't drink. What more can | ask?" saysthe
pastor.

I'm not against meetings and buildings, but | am sying
that Christ is the center. Going to mestings, in itHf, is
nothing in God's eyes. That'sjust religion. Jesus came to bring
us life, 24 hours a day. He came to bring a new, dtemdive
society, the kingdom of God.

In the primitive church they lived onelife. We have orelife
with its focd point in the church building: thisis our sairitud
life. A second is our secular or home life.

Some good people have gotten mixed up trying to mantan
two centers.

As soon as we moved to our new house we started to wit
ness to our neighbor.



CHURCH WITHOUT BUILDINGS? 91

"Yes, | am a Christian,” the neighbor said.

"Oh, wonderful," said my wife. "Which church do you
attend?"

"I don't attend a church. It is along story, but | will tell
yau in a few words," she answered.

"I went to a church. And | liked it, really. The pastor
preached so well. | went to the front and they took my name.
| sarted to go on Sunday mornings. But then the pastor told
methat if | really wanted to be in God's favor | should go on
unday evenings also. So | started to go Sunday evenings.

"Then the pastor said | should go to the Bible study as
wdl. So aong | went to the Bible study. Then they said,
Why don't you also come to Sunday School? So after the
church sarvice | stayed for Sunday School.

"Next they said, 'Y ou should come to the prayer meeting.'
WA, | started going to the prayer meeting also. And then it
wes 'But you must belong to the women's society.' So | had
to go on Wednesdays to the women's society. Someone no-
tioed that | had agood voice, so they said, "You have tojoin
the choir because you have agood voice. You must use your
tdents to the full for Jesus." That meant | had to go to the
char practice on Thursdays.

"l wasin church amost every day, and | was neglecting my
house and family. One day | said, 'l won't go any more, ex-
ot Sunday.'

"The pastor began making al sorts of indirect comments
sxh as, 'Oh, those Sunday comers.' It seemed to me this was
becaue | no longer went to al the meetings. After severd
more Sundays, | stopped going.”

Of course some people like to go to meetings al the time.
Often it is because they have emotional needs. They weep
whn the pastor preaches nicely, or during beautiful songs.

If you need an emotional release, you can see amotion pic-
ture that will cause you to weep. But the Lord put you into
ths warld to save the world, to expand His kingdom, not to
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be entertained and to have your emotions touched in church
meetings.

We are the light of the world. And the light has to be
spread out to redly light up the world. God put you in your
neighborhood, and you are the light in that neighborhood.
You are meant to shine there, in that darkness.

What does it mean to be a light? To be alight is to be a
priest to dl who are connected to the structure of your life

First, | am to be the priest of my own home. The Bible
clearly tdls us this comes before anything else. If | am not a
good priest there, thereis little | can teach you.

The firg requirement for those of us who are going to leed
other people is that we are to have our own house in
order—our own children in obedience to us a home.

When you read the requirements of a minister in Paul's
fird letter to Timothy, it doesn't say it is essentid to bdievein
the millennium, in the Trinity, or in the tribulation. It sysa
minister has to be the husband of one wife, a respectable pa-
son; and he has to have his house in order. He aso hasto be
hospitable. His family life is to be open for al to see.

In my Situation, | travel a great dea—sometimes more
than 50 percent of the time.

The Bible says a husband and wife can separate for a pa-
iod of time if they are in common agreement. So when |
travel, it has to be in full agreement. If my wife would nat
agree, | would have trouble. My life is committed to Martha
and my children, so they come first.

When | was a pastor and also traveling, | saw it was too
much. We decided | would have to give up pastoring, or give
up traveling, because both things were too much for the fam-
ily. So | gave up pastoring.

| was living in Buenos Aires and traveling around the
world. | had to fly many hours to each place. The tickets were
very expensve, 0 that meant | had to be away a month on
each trip, and sometimes two months, which was bad.
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We looked at how we could improve the situation. We de-
doded to move to a more central location, close to an airport,
here in the United States.

But there was 4till room for improvement.

One day my wife said, "When you come back from your
trips, you have to go to the office and answer dl the mail and
plan your next schedule. | propose to help, so that when you
come home you can be with the family more. | will answer al
your mail."

Now, every evening | cal Martha, no matter where | am.

We talk about al the things that she is thinking about. We
discuss the mail and decide how we should answer it. Even
the letters which arrive while | am at home, | leave and she
answe's them when | am gone.

| ds0 do dl my studying and reading on airplanes and in
hotels. And | write al my cards and lettersthen. | do nothing
a home. So a home | just have fun with my family.

We get up together, we do the beds together, we do the
shopping together. And | cook when | am at hometo give my
wife abreak from the kitchen. We do the gardening together,
we paint... we do everything as afamily. The children arein-
duded when they are at home. We go to soccer games, to
concerts—wherever my family goes, | go with them.

We have adjusted to my traveling. This is Christ in us,
showing us how to be credtive in our situation. We have
learned how to live in the situation with joy, not just bearing
it, suffering it, or merely accepting it.

So Martha stays a home with joy, and | travel with joy;
and we are very happy.

The idea came to me of having family meetings, like a busi-
ness meeting. We have them every fev months. We start with a
gdd dinner, for which we al dress up in our best clothes.
Then, after dinner we take our coffee into the living room, and
we have ameeting in which everyone can say whatever he fedls,

Our children tell us what they think we are doing wrong.
Ard many times they have been right.
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Before, instead of redly listening to them we just rebuked
them or punished them. But now, we listen to them as they
explain their points of view. And even if they are wrong, we
often see that they have the right motivation—and we should
judge the motives, not merdly the actions. So we listen to
them, and they listen to us; and after we have talked every-
thing out fully we make decisions.

We have made adjustments in our home in order to dlow
me to continue my teaching ministry. Actually, the reason |
travel is because of our church system. | would not need to do
it if the church were structured differently. But it is necessary
because of the system. So we have made changes in our home
to alow for it, because if | didn't direct my home properly |
could not go and preach to others.

To be alight, the first place | must shine is in the home.
Thisis my first responsibility.



