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Wherever We Are,
Christ Is

Thedisciplesin Jesus' day had aproblem.

They were continually seeking a physical manifestation of
the kingdom of God. Jesus had to tell them repeatedly that
the kingdom was different from what they pictured.

Today we have the same problem, so | want to stress just
one point in this chapter: the kingdom of God isin us.

Don't look for it around you some place because you will
nat find it there. It is within you.

Paul prayed for the people of God in his day, "That He
would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be
grengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man; that
Chrig may dwdl in your hearts by faith" (Ephesians
3:16-17).

| want you to notice what he asked. He didn't say, "l ask
that you might have nice meetings.” No, he asked that our
inner man be strengthened, and that Christ may dwell in our
hearts by faith.

Where does Christ live?

In our hearts, by faith. That is what it means to be in the
kingdom of God. Jesus is the King, and He comes to live
within us. We arejoined to Him in spirit so that He rules our
hearts. We are subject to His government in our lives, and He
isour Lord. This is the kingdom of God.

Paul went on to say, "That you may be filled with al the
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fullness of God." To be filled is to have Him inside you; just
as the water in afull glassisinsde the glass, not on the out-
side.

"Filled with all the fullness of God."

"Paul, doyou know what you are saying?"

"Yes, Sr, | know!"

Then he said, "Now unto Him who is able to do exceeding-
ly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the
power that works in us."”

Where does His power work? It works in us.

Paul's message was very smple. It was very down-to-earth,
and applied to everyday life. In our theologies we become too
ideglistic and try to scale the peaks of high mountains. But
Paul starts where we are, with the little things of life. And if
we are faithful in the little things, the Lord will give us the
bigger things.

His Gospel was really good news because it concerned how
to live. It was about living today, and tomorrow—the ordi-
nary, everyday life that each of us must lead. He summed it
up in one clear statement: "Christ in you, the hope of glory”
(Colossians 1:27). This is what the new covenant is about.

Essentialy, the difference between the old and new coven-
ants is that the old covenant worked outside of people,
wheress the new works within.

With the old covenant, they had to read it in a book and
then try to do it.

But the new covenant is, "I will put My law in their inward
parts, and write it in their hearts, and will be their God, and
they shall be My people” (Jeremiah 31:33). The law isinter-
nalized, like a built-in guidance system.

Ezekiel expressed it thisway: "A new heart also will | give
you, and a new spirit will | put within you; and | will take
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and | will give you an
heart of flesh. And | will put My Spirit within you, and cause
you to wak in My statutes, and you shal keep My ordi-
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nances, and do them" (Ezekid 36:26-27).

We don't haveto try to do the new covenant; God causes us
to doit from within. Itisaninternal urge. The Spiritisinus, in
the new heart, and impells us to wak God's way.

Jesus expressed it very clearly to His disciples. The Spirit
"dwels with you," He told them, "and shall beinyou." In
you! From Pentecost on, the Spirit is within.

In the Old Testament, they spoke more usualy of anoint-
ing rather than filling. This was because the Spirit moved
upon people from outside to accomplish His purposes. He
only visted people. So with the old covenant, the term was
anointing.

Now in the new covenant it is not avisit. He comes with al
His luggage, to stay, to abide. So in the new covenant we
ek of filling more than anointing. He isinside of us.

Jesus mede aremarkable statement at the Feast of Tabernacles.

All the people were in Jerusdem participating in thisgrest re-
ligious celebration. He went up into the temple and announced
to them dl, "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and
drink. He who believes on Me, as the Scripture has said, out of
his heart shdl flow rivers of living water" (John 7:37-39).

Where does the Spirit come from? Not from outside, but
from within the believer! Heisin us. Thisis the new coven-
ant—Chrig in us the hope of glory.

We don't need to study to learn how to seek the Lord. We
do not have to try to pull Him down from heaven to come
and anoint us. He has come to dwell in us through the Spirit,
and He saeksto flow out through us. We need to learn how to
rdlesse what we aready have within us.

This is a completdy different approach from the attitude
mary of us have had. We have been trying to seek God, try-
ing to get fresh outpourings of the Spirit from up in heaven.
But the Bible presents Christ in us not as a goal to be at-
tained, but as a fact to be realized.

When we continue to think of Christ as being outsde of us
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and needing to come and fill us, we are denying what the Bible
says. We are making the Bible into a lie, because the fact of
Chrigt in us is the greatest and clearest promise of the Holy
Scriptures.

Now, we have to be sure that this has redly happened to
us, that He iswithin us. But once we have Him within us, He
does not have to come into us again. Wejust need to beieve
that He is there in dl His fullness.

S0 Jesus sad that rivers of living water would flow out of
us. Not into us, but out of us.

S0 to the Samaritan woman He said, "Whosoever drinks of
the water that | shdl give him shal never thirst, but the water
that | shdl give him shall be in him awel of water springing up
into everlasting life" (John 4:14). The water springs up within
and flows out of us.

Paul asked the Corinthians, "Do you not know that your
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom
you have of God, and you are not your own?" (I Corinthians
6:19). Again, we == that the Spirit of God is in us. He has
taken up residence.

To the Romans, Paul said the same thing. Those who are
led by the Spirit of Christ are the sons of God, and if anyone
doesn't have the Spirit of Christ heis none of His—heisnot a
Christian. So we don't have to try to get the Spirit of God.
We have the Spirit, and He leads us from within.

That the Spirit isin usis clear from many statements of Scrip-
ture. It dso is clear from some of the symbols that are used in
the Bible. Congder the symbol of the tabernacle or temple.

When the old covenant tabernacle and Solomon's temple
were inaugurated, God came down as a flame of fire over the
tabernacle and over the temple. He said, "I will abide here; |
will live here." He came upon the building.

But on the day of Pentecost, something different hap-
pened. God also came with fire to inaugurate the new build-
ing, but in this case the building is us.
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Jesus said, "Destroy this temple and in three days | will
rase it up." This was heresy to those listening. The building
had taken years and years to build, and He claimed to be able
to build a new temple in three days!

Of course, He was talking about a different kind of temple
that would replace the building. He was talking of His body.
It takes more than three days to build an earthly temple, but
in three days His body was raised up. And this was a symbol
of the new temple which you and | form.

| ask mysdf why it is that we continue to cal physica
buildings the church. 1 wonder if we have ever redly realized
that we are the temple today?

Why do we cal a building the church?

Words are symbols of ideas. And though people know that the
building is not the church, they 4ill say, "1 am going to church.”

But that is a wrong idea. We never can go to church be-
cause we are the church. The church is not the building at all.
| wonder if we do not fail to function as the church all week
long because we persist in saying words that give us a concept
of the church as somewhere we have to go.

Jesus said, "Where two or three are gathered together in
My name, there | am in the midst of them." What does that
meake us think of? We imagine the church meeting. We think
of people coming together to church.

That is not what Jesus meant. He never said, "Wherethere
isapiano and an organ, and two flags, there | am in the midst
of them." He said two or three people.

When | wake up in the morning | ask, "Martha, are you
there?"

She says, "Yes, Johnny."

We are two, and we both have Christ. We both believe in
Him, and we both trust Him. So we are the church. At that
particular moment, the church is in bed.

Then we go to the breakfast table, where David joins us,
and then Robert John. Soon we are sx because our two
daughters also arrive. The church is having breakfast. Thisis
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the building that Jesus said He would build in three days.

We need to stress what the church really is. We know it in
our heads, but we don't know it in our hearts, and so we
don't live accordingly.

One of the greatest problemsin the church is that we know
these things but we don't do them. We don't need a concept,
but life. We need to live as we believe.

So on the day of Pentecost when this new building was in-
augurated we find that the fire came just as it came upon the
tabernacle and the temple. And what did it come upon? The
building or the people? It came upon the people. It did not
come upon the roof of the building, it came upon the people,
because from that day on Christ was going to dwell in those
people as He formerly dwelt in the temple.

When we bdieve in Jesus Christ, He comesto dwel within us.

We pray, "Thy kingdom come.” His kingdom comes to our
hearts. He enters into us and becomes one with us so that He
can rule our lives from our command-center, the new heart.

Where is the risen Lord?

Perhaps you think of Him as beyond the clouds, maybe
even beyond the stars. But according to Scripture, where is
He? Here, within us. He has come to make His abode with
us, to take up residence in us, to eat and drink with us. He
shares our everyday, ordinary lives with us—al of the things
that we do throughout the day and night.

Peoplethink that to live aspiritua lifeisto live alifethatis
not normal. They think it is to go to meetings in the church
building, or to spend a great deal of time locked away in a
room studying the Bible or on their knees. To be spiritua is
thought of as something different from ordinary life.

No, to be spiritud isto live the wholetimein Jesus. Itisto be
in union with Him—to be one with Him—and to let Him guide
you in dl of the things that you do. So you live a normal life,
but it isal under the control of Jesus Christ. That iswhat itisto
live in the kingdom of God—to live a full, whole physicd life
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under the internal direction of the King.

This is what Paul was referring to when he prayed that we
might "be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner
man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith... that you
might be filled with dl the fullness of God... according to the
power that works in us.”

Chrigtianity is not an externa matter, likereligion. It isan
"in" thing. And it works by faith. We believe that He iswith-
inus. We don't have to depend on outer fedings because we
know for a fact that Christ is within us.

Perhaps you are saying to yoursdf about this time, "But
we know that. We didn't pick up this book to waste our time
reading what we aready know. Tel us something that we
don't know."

Do you redly know it?

For years, | thought | did. | preached about it, usng dl of the
Stripture passages that talk about Chrigt inus. Yet | would say to
the people, "Brethren open your hearts to the Lord."

You see, | was using dl the right words, but | didn't know
the life. 1 had the concept, but not the life!

This may make you laugh, but on one occasion | found my-
gf inagtuation in my own church which demonstrates the dif-
ference between having a concept and experiencing the life.

There was a song leader in our church and he said, "Let's
dart the meeting with hymn 224, 'Since Jesus came into my
heart."

We sang the hymn. Then he announced, "Now let's Sng
hymn 191, '‘Come into my heart, Lord Jesus."

What happened between the firs hymn and the second? In
the firs hymn He was there, but in the second He is not
there—He has to come!

We were more concept- and doctrine-centered than life-
centered.

We had a doctrine that said Christ had to come into our
hearts, and that is a perfectly correct doctrine. But we also
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had a doctrine that says Christ isin our hearts. Thetroubleis,
we got them mixed up.

Now if our doctrines were a redlity in our lives, when the
pastor says, "Let'ssing, 'Comeinto my heart, Lord Jesus,"
we would answer, "Pastor, if you don't have Him, sng it
yoursdlf. But we have Him."

We should be careful what we sing, because many of our
songs are old covenant. In those days they were right to sing,
"Let us go unto the mountain of the Lord, and to the house
of our God." The mountain of the Lord was in Jerusalem
and the house of God was the temple. But if we don't
trangl ate those songs into new covenant, we will get confused.

David sang, "l was glad when they said unto me, Let usgo
to the house of the Lord."

But in order to sing that psalm, | must trandate it. So |
amply changeit to, "l am glad with those who tell me we are
the house of the Lord." This makes it new covenant.

The temple was a shadow. We have the redlity. If you sing
about going to the house of the Lord, you are thinking of go-
ing somewhere, perhaps to the church building. Be careful
when you sing the words of the Old Testament, especidly the
psalms. There are some wonderful psams, but we need a
translation into the new covenant.

| believe that we are suffering the consequences of a
tremendous mixing of the old and new covenants. We are try-
ing to live with two husbands at the same time. Wewant to be
married to Mr. Law and to Jesus. That is adultery!

We have died to the law if we are Christians.

Paul tells us this in Romans 7:1-6. We should study that
passage carefully, because it is a serious matter to engage in
adultery. We no longer are married to the law. We are mar-
ried to "another" husband—to the ascended Christ.

| was a another service in which the song leader said, "L et
us sing, 'There's ariver of life flowing out from me." " Later
in the same service they sang, "Cause me to come to Thy
river, O Lord." What happened?
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We were just singing about a river of life flowing out of us
in gushing torrents, and in the next breath we were pleading,
"Come and quench the thirsting of my soul.” What confu-
son! No wonder we cannot convince the world of the life
that we preach. We are not sure oursalves of what we have
and what we don't!

Ligen to Jesus words again: "Whosoever drinks of this
wae (gpesking of the water that sustains physicd life) shdll
thirg again; but whosoever drinks of the water that 1 shdl give
him shdl never thirst, but the water that | shdl give him shdl be
in hm awedl of water soringing up into everladting life.”

When we sing, "Come and quench,” we are contradicting
Jesus. He talked about rivers of living water welling up within
us and flowing out to others, but we spesk of being dry and
thirsty. Isn't that caling Him aliar?

"Never thirst." That meanswe are no longer thirsty. "Blessed
are those who hunger and thirst, for they shdl be filled." But we
don't believe the promise that we will be filled, so we continue to
ek and to Sng about hungering and thirgting for God.

Who was Jesus talking to when He said that those who
weae hungering and thirsting after righteousness would be
filled? No, He was talking to unconverted people who ex-
perienced a continual thirst of the soul—who sought the Lord
but were unable to know union with Him.

Jugt as Jesus sad in John 6:35, "I am the bread of life; he
that comes to Me shal never hunger, and he that believes on
Me shdl never thirst." He Himsdf would come to live in
them to satidfy the thirst and the hunger of the soul. They
would be filled up to al the fullness of God, because He
Himsdf would dwel in them. Isn't that tremendous?

The Scripture says, "Seek and you shall find." But we
have got into such a habit of aways seeking something out-
dde of usthat it is as if we have never found. Thetruth is, we
have found; so we don't need to seek Him any longer. We
just need to have our eyes opened to see that He lives within
usin dl of His fullness and glory!
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When we sing incorrect words, we become confused in our
theology. We never will grow spiritualy if one minute we
think we are full and the next minute we are speaking of being
empty. We don't know what we are! It is al a conceptual
thing and not life.

Christ did not come to bring us a religion, but life. He
came to be in a relationship with us. Jesus is a person, and |
happen to have that person within me. He came, and He stays
here. He said, "If you open to me | will come, and My Father
with Me, and we will abide in you."

Thereis nothing that we need to be more clear onthan this. It
is vital that we are not messad up on this point. We are the
building of God and Heiswithin us. Wherever we are, Chrigt is.
If we are confused on this, we will never grow.

People say to me, "Brother, we have to seek the Lord!"

| tel them, "I never lost Him!"

What do you mean when you say, "Seek the Lord"? That
is an old covenant concept. | don't know about you, but |
found Him along time ago, and He happensto be within me.

You know, sometimes when we pray we think of Him as
far away. We plead, "Lord, | want to hear Your voice. Lord,
Lord, Lord— " We point our fingers outwardly, away from
ourselves, as if we were reaching out to Him.

But He says, "I'm sorry, the higher you point, the further
you are away from Me. | am down here."

When you pray, don't point your fingers outwardly, be-
cause Heisin you.

Do you know who is out there! The god of thisworld isthe
one who is out there. But Christ isinsde you, and that isthe
only place you can know Him.

Under the old covenant they said, "Let us lift our handsto
the sanctuary and bless the Lord."

But what is the sanctuary today? It is avery different thing
from the temple. We are the sanctuary!

| am not saying that we should not raise our arms in wor-
ship and praise. If you raise your arms because you are ex-
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ploding with an inner joy and you want to express it outward-
ly, that is wonderful. If gladness is flowing out from you,
then by all means put up your arms.

But if raising your hands gives you a feding of God being
out there somewhere, then put them down! That is not the
new covenant. If you want to point your hands toward Him,
try pointing your fingers at yoursdlf, because that is where
you will find Him.

We need to be continually conscious of the fact that He is
in us. We have to know beyond a shadow of a doubt that we
have within us all the resources of the One who upholds the
universe.

"Filled to dl the fullness of God," as Paul expressed it.

Once we redlly believe this, so that we no longer are confus-
ed as to where He is, then we have to learn how to release
whet we have.



